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Brown greets Sikhs on Baisakhi

London (PTI): British Prime Minister Gordon Brown has greeted Sikhs on the
occasion of 'Baisakhi' and praised the community for its values.

Speaking at a gurdwara in Ilford, Essex, along with Labour candidate for the May 1
mayoral poll Ken Livingstone, Brown paid tributes to the community’s spirit of
tolerance, equality, justice, and treating people with fairness.

Brown, who wished everyone at the gurdwara a happy new year in Punjabi, was
presented an orange robe of honour.

"Treating others as you would like to be treated yourself is a rule that I believe has
got relevance to every community in this country, building tolerance, building
justice, building equality and building fairness," he said.

Livingstone noted that Indian entrepreneurs were major investors in London, and
said that a recession was unlikely in the global financial hub.

Slfy News

Gordon Brown unveils Sikh 'golden rule'
Tuesday, 15 April , 2008, 11:29

London: With his popularity sliding in opinion polls, Prime Minister Gordon Brown has
presented a new "golden rule" to Britain that he said reflects Sikh values.

Hitting the campaign trail for the May 1 London mayoral election, Brown joined Mayor Ken
Livingstone Monday at an east London gurdwara for Baisakhi celebrations.

There he set out a new "golden rule" as he praised the Sikh community for its "values of
tolerance, of equality, of treating people with fairness, values that uphold our religious and
spiritual views."”

"Treating others as you would like to be treated yourself is a rule that I

believe has got relevance to every community in this country, building tolerance, building justice,
building equality and building fairness," he told Sikhs at the Gurdwara Singh Sabha in Ilford,
Essex.
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Brown, who started by wishing everybody a Happy New Year in Punjabi, spoke after a
tour of the gurdwara.

Both he and Livingstone were presented, along with local MP Mike Gapes, with an
orange robe of honour by the gurdwara president.

With Brown facing intense pressure over the economy, success for his Labour Party
colleague Livingstone is widely seen as a key test of his leadership.

Livingstone said: "I don't expect there to be a recession in this city and that partly reflects
the fact that we have rebalanced the London economy.

"There is so much investment now from China, from India, from Russia, from around the
world and these economies are still going strongly."

Livingstone - bidding for an unprecedented third term as mayor - faces stiff competition
from Conservative Party candidate Boris Johnson.

An Ipsos MORI poll for the Observer on Sunday put the Tories on 51 per cent and
Labour on 49 per cent.

Thaindian News

Sikh judge pans US war on terror - in US embassy
April 15th, 2008 - 11:36 am ICT by admin

By Dipankar De Sarkar

London, April 15 (IANS) Britain’s most senior Indian-origin judge scolded the US for its “War
on Terror’ while delivering an address at a unique Baisakhi day event at the American embassy in
London. “We are meeting today not in India, but in England, and notionally on American soil at
the embassy,” Justice Mota Singh, the first Asian judge in Britain, told a large gathering of Sikhs
at the embassy Monday. All three countries were characterised by multi-faith and multi-cultural
societies, he said before expressing concern that American Sikhs had been targeted for violence
in the aftermath of the terror attacks of Sep 11, 2001.

“No one can quarrel with the Americans’ relentless pursuit of those involved in the perpetration
of that tragedy to see that they are brought to justice,” he said.

“At the same time, one cannot ignore the view - being constantly expressed now - that an
unfortunate and inevitable consequence...has been the escalation rather than the curtailment of
terrorist activity,” Singh said in the presence of the American cultural attach
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Turban Day celebrates Sikh identity, community
By Jamaal Johnson, STAFF WRITER

Article Created: 04/14/2008 02:30:45 AM PDT
FREMONT

TURBANS OF EVERY hue were represented at the fifth annual International Sikh Turban Day on Sunday at the
Fremont Gurdwara.

Youngsters and others got a chance to wear a turban for the first time and some sported the traditional head
wrap to show solidarity with their community.

Guests included Fremont Mayor Bob Wasserman, Union City Mayor Mark Green and Assemblyman Guy Houston,
R-Livermore, who each wore a turban to raise awareness about the Sikh community.

"It's very interesting,” Wasserman said after getting fitted with a dark blue turban. "It feels good.”
"This is the best I looked all week," Green joked.

Eleven-year-old Harshdeep Singh of Fremont remembers the first time he wore a turban.

"I felt kind of happy, because I always admired my dad when he tied his turban," he said.

Only wearing a turban for the second time, 27-year-old Surjit Chuhan hasn't fully adopted wearing one because
he wants to learn more about his culture first.

"I will do it soon,” he said. "The more you learn, the more you want to do it. ... It's our culture.”
Events such as Turban Day always help with the process,_Chuhan added.

The event originated after Sept. 11, when many Sikhs were mistakenly targeted by those who had negative
sentiments toward Os-ama bin Laden's al-Qaida faction.

Al-Qaida followers are Muslims, and some Muslims wear a similar head garment.

Hardeep Singh Aulakh, founder of Sikh Children Forum, said

that because of the turban, Sikhs are "the most visible people in the world."”

"The main reason we started this event was to educate people outside our community," he added.

About 99 percent of the malesyou see wearing a turban in America are Sikh, said Harjot Khalsa, the president of
the temple. "It's an important day to show our identity."

The Sikh community is originally from India and is not Muslim.
Visitors from at least nine different counties traveled to the Sikh temple in Fremont to celebrate the event.
Today the temple will attract thousands of Sikhs to celebrate Vaisakhi, also known as Baisakhi.

Vaisakhi celebrates when the 10th Guru of the Sikh, Guru Gobind Singh founded Khalsa (meaning purest of the
pure), baptized Sikh community April 13, 1699.
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Traditionally, only Sikh men wear turbans.

It takes about 15 minutes to wrap a turban around your head, temple spokesman Harpaul Singh Rana said.
Water is sprayed on the starched fabric to make it soft, and then stretched so it is easier to wrap.

"This is one of the first things we do in the morning," Rana said. "It's our identification card."”

Staff writer Jamaal Johnson covers Union City for The Argus. He can be reached at 510-353-7003 or
jajohnson@bayareanewsqgroup.com.

SLIDESHOW New year is welcomed in Sikh celebration

Happy alsakhl, young Sikh's enjoy the celebrations in Millennium Square

By Sophie Hazan

AN EYE-CATCHING parade burst onto the streets of Leeds to mark the start of the Sikh
New Year.

The procession of 1,000 people swept into the city centre for the Vaisakhi festival on
Saturday.

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE YEP'S NEW COMMUNITY WEBSITES?
Click here for a full run down of the 12 sites launched to date - all featuring ultra local
news, sport and entertainment.

Starting out at the Sikh temple on Chapeltown Road, the throng wove its way to
Millennium Square and back again.

Vaisakhi also commemorates the birth of Sikhism in 1699.

"It was a way to bring people out of their homes and unite them," said Pavan Hunjan, 16,
from Moortown.

"Traditionally the parade would travel through the rural areas collecting isolated Sikh
families and taking them to the celebrations."

Page 4 of 16




Current News - Sikh

Five warriors with swords aloft led the way. Behind them, floats carried sacred scriptures
and women singing prayers.

Martial art displays entertained crowds at Millennium Square where free food was
shared.

The full article contains 174 words and appears in EP Leeds First & County newspaper.
Last Updated: 14 April 2008 3:31 PM

Over 20,000 Sikh pilgrims attend Baisakhi Mela in
Pakistan

April 14th, 2008 - 2:42 pm ICT by admin - By Muhammad Najeeb

Hasanabdal (Pakistan), April 14 (JANS) More than 20,000 pilgrims from all over the
world, including 3,000 from India, participated in the annual Baisakhi Mela (spring
festival) in Panja Sahib Sikh shrine here, some 60 km from Islamabad. The pilgrims
prayed for world peace after they recited verses from Sikh holy book Guru Granth Sahib.

Ahsan Igbal, minister in-charge for minority affairs, who was the chief guest on the
occasion, promised “more facilities” to Sikh community in Pakistan.

He said the new government would make every effort to protect Sikh shrines in Pakistan.

The participants after the concluding ceremony, also called ‘bhog’, distributed traditional
sweets to mark the end of the three-day religious festival.

“We are happy that all those who applied for visas were allowed to attend the mela,”
chief of the Sikh delegation from India Balbir Singh told IANS.

He said the government here had made excellent arrangements for the annual festival.

However, some of the pilgrims complained about poor arrangements at the gurudwara
saying most of them had to sleep in the open or in verandas.

The Panja Sahib Gurudwara has about 350 rooms of different sizes while the government
had also arranged for the pilgrims’ stay in nearby schools after declaring a holiday.

Some of the pilgrims from Western countries were also staying at hotels and as paying
guests in houses near the shrine.

“There are more people than this place can hold. The administration of this gurudwara
should make proper arrangements for the pilgrims,” said Amirjit Singh from Chandigarh.

Page 5 of 16



Current News - Sikh

Though impressed by the hospitality of the people here, he said: “I think the government
needs to do more for the comfort of pilgrims”.

Panja Sahib attracts thousands of Sikh devotees from all over the world every year on
April 13. On this day in 1699, Guru Gobind Singh gave new guidelines and a new
identity to the Sikh religion at Anandpur during the Baisakhi Mela.

The huge complex in Hasanabdal houses the imprint of the hand believed to be that of
Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikh religion. This makes Panja Sahib one of the three
holiest shrines of Sikh religion - the other two being the Golden Temple in Amritsar,
India and Nankana Sahib in Sheikhupura, near Lahore in Pakistan.

The Punjabi word panja is derived from panj meaning five and refers to the five fingers
of the hand or the hand itself. Sikhs use the word Sahib for the names of sacred persons,
places or books.

While the elderly were busy praying in and around the room where the Granth Sahib is
placed, young boys were taking dips in a stream flowing from beneath the huge boulder,
which carries the handprint of Guru Nanak.

A deep imprint of a right hand is clearly visible on the rock underneath the thin sheet of
water flowing over it. Next to the pool, on an elevated platform, stands a beautiful small
gurudwara built in the Mughal style by Maharaja Ranjeet Singh towards the end of the
18th century.

The gurudwara houses the Granth Sahib - the holy book of Sikhs. A large double-
storeyed hostel for the pilgrims surrounds the courtyard, the pool and the gurudwara.

GlobeandMail
National

Most politicians skip this year's Sikh parade
The Canadian Press
April 12, 2008 at 10:50 PM EDT

SURREY, B.C. — Few politicians attended a Sikh celebration in B.C's lower mainland
Saturday after organizers again displayed photos of militants who they consider martyrs.

The parade, held in Surrey, marks the Sikh new year and usually attracts a bevy of
politicians from all levels of government.
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Those who attended last year's event faced political embarrassment because a photo of
Air India bombing mastermind Talwinder Singh Parmar was displayed on a float.

Last week, Surrey city officials sent letters to politicians warning them this year's edition
would again include controversial images.

This year, organizers set up a separate tent for a display that included photographs of the
founders of the Babbar Khalsa and the International Sikh Youth Federation, groups
Canada considers terrorist organizations.

Surrey Mayor Diane Watts refused to appear alongside parade organizers as she usually
does. New Democrat MP Penny Priddy attended Saturday's event but said she didn't
approve of the contentious pictures.

Parade organizers said the display was meant to remind people of how Sikhs were treated
in India and why there are calls for a separate Sikh homeland called Khalistan.

" _ - Saturday » Aprii
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Politics in background at Vaisakhi

'It's about sharing your wealth, your joy and peace,' says
one participant

By Lena Sin
The Province

Saturday, April 12, 2008
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SURREY -- A technicolour vision of saris,
golden floats and red balloons rolled
through the streets of Surrey yesterday as
tens of thousands celebrated Vaisakhi, the
most important date in the Sikh calendar.

People appeared to have come from as far
away as Washington and Alberta to watch
the parade wind through six blocks of the
city, and to enjoy free food, music and
performances.

With a stylish motorcade of two dozen
motorcyclists donning black jackets, shades

!

)

and bright orange turbans, the Sikh . -7 TN 1 ) i
Motorcycle Club kicked off the parade at 10 CREDIT: Arlen Redekop - The Pr.ovmce
a.m. A young marcher leads a group in the

annual Vaisakhi parade through Surrey

Saturday.
Amid drumming and singing, dozens of

people passed out free chai, mango juice, pizza, chickpea curry and fruit while
children squealed at the sight of red, white and orange balloons drifting in the sky.

"I just love seeing everyone together,”" said 17-year-old Bhav Sangha, who drove
from Squamish with her family.

Organizers estimated that 100,000 people attended Surrey's biggest cultural event.

Vaisakhi marks the day Sikhism was born more than 300 years ago. The holy day,
which is also a harvest festival, celebrates the birth of Khalsa and the day Sikhs were
given a clear identity and a code of conduct to live by.

In B.C., the festival is also a celebration of the province's diversity.

The normally joyous occasion was mired in controversy last year when alleged Air
India bombing mastermind Talwinder Singh Parmar and the assassins of Indian Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi were honoured as martyrs on floats.

Last year, several people also wore jackets or T-shirts with the names of two groups
banned in Canada - Babbar Khalsa and the International Sikh Youth Federation.

The controversy continued this year when Surrey Mayor Dianne Watts refused to
attend staged events because parade organizers couldn't guarantee there would be
no controversial images on floats.

There were no images of Parmar or of assassins on floats yesterday.

But two large placards were displayed outside the Gurdwara Dashmesh Darbar
Temple honouring the assassins of Gandhi and two killers known as Jinda and Sukha,
who gunned down a retired Indian army general in 1986.

Written across the top of the posters were the words: "We salute our great martyrs."
Many attendees said they felt it was an opportunity to honour the men who fought
against Sikh oppression by the Indian government.

"It's freedom of speech, as long as there's no violence created. It's a part of our
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history and whether people think it's good or bad, we can't hide it," said one 23-year-
old man who declined to give his name.

Next to the temple, a tent was also erected to display gruesome photos of people said
to be victims of "Sikh genocide” by the Indian government.

One participant said he hoped the display would educate people about the "freedom
struggle” of Sikhs.

While some Sikhs believe they should have a separate state from India, called
Khalistan, the separatist movement remains controversial within the community.

But for the majority of the participants yesterday, Vaisakhi was nothing more than a
happy occasion to share and celebrate, and few wanted to talk politics.

"It's about sharing your wealth, your joy and peace," said Pargat Singh Bhuriji, a
pediatrician and founder of a Sikh school in New Westminster that teaches children
about Sikh culture and religion.

Isin@png.canwest.com

© The Vancouver Province 2008

Controversial photos displayed at Surrey’s Vaisakhi
parade

Last Updated: Saturday, April 12, 2008 | 8:48 PM ET
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CBC News

Few politicians attended Surrey's annual Vaisakhi parade Saturday after organizers of the
Sikh celebration again displayed photos of violent militants they consider martyrs.
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Spectators gathered in Surrey to watch the parade.
(Terry Milewski/CBC)

The parade, which marks the Sikh new year, usually attracts a slew of political figures,
including the premier, MPs and the mayor.

Liberal, Conservative and New Democrat politicians who attended the parade last year,
however, faced political embarrassment after it was revealed a photo of alleged Air India
bombing mastermind Talwinder Singh Parmar was displayed on a float.

Last week, Surrey city officials sent letters to politicians warning them the parade would
again include controversial images.

B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell announced earlier he wouldn't attend because he would
be on Vancouver Island. Campbell said his absence wasn't connected to the parade
controversy.

New Democrat MP Penny Priddy did attend, but said she didn't approve of the
contentious pictures. She spoke to the crowd from a separate stage set up by a local
Punjabi radio station.
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