Current News - Sikh

Thousands expected for Sikh Parade

By The Record
April 13, 2008 6:00 AM

Anywhere from 15,000 to 20,000 people are expected today for the 12th annual Sikh Parade.
Rolling street closures begin at 11 a.m., and the parade is expected to last from noon to 4 p.m.

The Stockton Sikh Temple is the oldest in North America and is a California historical landmark.

Sikhs in cultural attire - including turbans and decorative swords and daggers - will march and
demonstrate martial arts along the streets of Stockton.

It's the most public part of a 13-day celebration that ends Monday, the 300th anniversary of the
creation of the Khalsa Panth, the Sikh religious fraternity. With a set of beliefs that focused on
peace, equality among women and men, and philanthropy, Khalsa separated Sikhs from Muslims
and Hindus in India.

The original Sikh Temple in Stockton was established in 1903.

Ahsan Igbal to address Sikh Yalrees at Gurdwara Sahib on
Monday

ISLAMABAD, Apr 13 (APP): Minister for Education and Minorities Ahsan Igbal would
address Sikh Yatrees at Gurdwara Sahib Hasanabdal who arrived to attend annual
Besakhi Festival, on Monday.

During the address, the minister would brief the yatrees about the steps being taken
by the new government for the preservation and renovation of the revered places of
Sikh community in the country.

It was learnt that over 11000 Sikh Yatrees arrived at Gurdwara Sahib Hasanabdal to
participate in three days of Besakhi festival started on Saturday and will conclude on
Monday.

Around 8000 Yatrees are Pakistani Sikhs, 3000 are Indian and over 500 belong to
other countries.

During their three days stay at Hasanabdal, yatrees will perform their religious
rituals which will come to a close on April 14 with the ceremony of “Bhoog”.
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Punjab celebrates harvest festival Baisakhi
April 13th, 2008 - 6:50 pm ICT by admin -

Hoshiarpur/Amritsar (Punjab), April 13 (IANS) People loaded on tractor-trolleys, trucks,
buses and private vehicles headed for destinations of their choice this Sunday. It was
certainly a busy day for Punjab as the state celebrated the festival of good harvest -
Baisakhi. Sikh religious shrines - gurdwaras - were the main centre of attraction for most
people from villages and those from towns and cities as they lined up to pray.

The holiest of Sikh shrines - Harmandir Sahib (Golden Temple) - in Amritsar got the
maximum rush of the devout as people came from far and near to seek blessings for a
good harvest.

Roads to the Golden Temple, located in a congested area of the Sikh holy city of
Amritsar, seemed clogged with people as thousands turned out since early Sunday
morning to seek blessings.

The wheat fields in the state, which is known as the granary of the country, basked in the
golden glory of a furious sunshine coming down on the produce. In most areas of
Punjab’s 20 districts, the wheat produce is ready for harvest and farmers consider it
auspicious to begin harvesting on or after Baisakhi.

“We were waiting for Baisakhi. We will commence harvesting Monday,” young farmer
Harjodh Singh told IANS as he supervised his wheat fields on the outskirts of Hoshiarpur
town, 140 km from Chandigarh.

In some villages, people danced “Bhangra”, the traditional dance of Punjab associated
with prosperity and good harvest.

Scores of people could be seen headed for gurudwara “Hariyan Belan” (green branches),
15 km from Hoshiarpur town near Chabbewal village, on tractor-trolleys and trucks.

“Langars” (community kitchen), which is an essential part of Sikh religion, could be seen
at all gurudwaras and along highways across the state with people squatting in rows to
partake food.

It was on a Baisakhi day in 1699 that the 10th Sikh guru, Gobind Singh, founded the
Khalsa panth - the essence of the present day Sikh religion - at Anandpur Sahib, 85 km
from Chandigarh.

The Sikh shrine at Anandpur, famous for the birth of the Khalsa panth, saw hundreds of
people turning up to pay obeisance.
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Social events and cultural programmes were organized at several places to mark the day
across Punjab.

Sikh Vaisakhi Festival features demonstrations,
delicacies, dance

By Record Searchlight staff
Sunday, April 13, 2008

Photo by Andreas Fuhrmann / Record Searchlight

Daman Randhawa, 5, shows off his turban at the Sikh festival Saturday in Anderson. Randhawa was
there with his parents, Sonia and Jag. They said their son turned 5 two weeks ago and was wearing

his turban for the first time as a coming-of-age ritual.

Photo by Constance Dillon / Record Searchlight

Reena Singh, 37, left, shares a smile with Amber Abreu, 9, both of Redding. Amber was dressed in
traditional Sikh clothing during Saturday’s festival. Amber, a student at Lassen View Elementary, said

she loved the way the clothes looked and felt. "They're light and comfortable,” she said.

ANDERSON -- Guests filled the grounds and parking space was at a premium for a day of celebration
Saturday at the Sikh Centre in Anderson.

Local Sikhs held their Vaisakhi Festival, a combination celebration of the first anniversary of the center

and the Sikh New Year. it was also a day dedicated to nonviolence and multicultural understanding.
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Visitors were treated to special demonstrations of Sikh martial arts, traditional Punjabi singing, dancing

and large plates of aromatic food.

Female guests were invited to try on and take home colorful saris. Sikh women helped visitors arrange
the long flowing scarves that are part of traditional dress. They also chose a stick-on bindi, or smalt

decorative dot, to adorn each woman's forehead that matched the color of the garments.

Male guests could learn about the Sikh tradition of wrapping and wearing turbans.

Thousands celebrate Sikh festival

Up to 10,000 people are taking to the streets of
a Berkshire town to mark the founding of the
Sikh religion.

A carnival procession and religious services across
Slough will mark the festival of Vaisakhi. It has the
one of the largest Sikh populations in the UK.

Vaisakhi, also spelled Baisakhi, is one of the most

e

important dates in the Sikh calendar. Processions are a common Way for the
It is the Sikh New Year festival and also Sikh community to mark Vaisakhi

commemorates 1699, the year Sikhism was born as a collective faith.

Organisers of the town's procession expect up to 10,000 people to turn out.

Inderjit Singh Ghattaura said Vaisakhi was marked by religious ceremonies and a huge
celebration: "Within the procession, it's like a carnival.

"We have different floats, there's speeches and things like that.

"A lot of food is served, a lot of hot drinks are served, in case people are getting tired
or thirsty," he continued.

"We also try and inform people who are actually watching from their windows or from
their houses exactly what the carnival procession is about.

"We have all the council people, all dignitaries, and they all actually join in."

Vaisakhi is also a long established harvest festival in the Punjab, celebrated long
before it gained a religious dimension for Sikhs.

Mangalore: Sikh Sangat celebrates Baisakhi

By Team Mangalorean
Photographs: Rajesh Shetty
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Mangalore April 13, 2008: The Sikh Sangat, an association of Sikh community members living
here in Mangalore, celebrated Baisakhi with religious fervour at Gurudwara Shri Guru Singh
Sabha Society, Mannagudda, Mangalore today April 13, 2008.

Baisakhi has tremendous religious significance for the Sikh community across the world as it
marks the birth anniversary of "Khalsa Panth" or the Sikh order. This day in the year 1699 Guru
Gobind Singh, the tenth Sikh Guru laid the foundation stone for Panth Khalsa at Anandpur
Sahib. Guru Gobind Singh on this day, while addressing the congregation at Anandpur, baptized
five Sikhs during the ceremony called 'pahul’ and said that when these Panj Pyare (Five
Beloved disciples) come together, Guru will be present and all those who receive the 'amrith' will
be the holiest ones and receive the blessings and courage to sacrifice their lives and combat the
atrocities committed on Hindus by the then Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.
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